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his later teens, whom Wolsey had known but with
whom he had never grown intimate. It might be
as well to pause for a moment and ponder his
present position, weigh all there was at stake, and
see what his chances of promotion were.

In doing this we shall realise that the curtain
was rising on a drama in which Wolsey was going
to be" the puppet of Fate. There were others, in
far higher positions than his, who were nervous
about the future. We have already seen that
Foxe, the Bishop of Winchester, and Lovell, both
Privy Counsellors, were the means of bringing
him under the eye of Henry VII. Upon their
fortunes, therefore, his own largely rested ; and,
while their positions were at least temporarily
secure, their prestige and position at Court were
by no means so certain. Lovell had been a close
friend of Henry VII. He had been a warrior on
the Lancastrian side before his master had usurped
the English throne, and had fought at Bosworth
and at Stoke. In spite of the fact that Henry had
impaled the Lancastrian and Yorkist arms
together, had given his word that he would never
allow Lancastrians to be favoured during his
reign, and had heavily punished the Earl of
Oxford for disobedience to this rule, it can hardly
be doubted that he felt partiality for Lovell. His
removal from earth would remove LovelFs most
powerful security for position and influence.

Foxe, at the time of his master's deatha was
growing  old.    He  had  watched  that master